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‘ Plans for Book City

City to Recover the Lost Humanity sook cay s ocated inthe Paju area, viewsd
s the land of promise.” Lacated just 30 kiometass from Seoul, it is @ publishing cultural cormmunity
mmmbmhdnmmdquw [Fram the bagvning, the Book Cy project was planned
and astabliched as by to books. It is infended as a place devoled i
mmwmmwmm
Frequently asked questions whils niiafing the Sook City project was why and for what purpose the
ity was being planned and bult? Our answer s simple and cisar, I ey sims b recover the lost
hummanity. A such, Book City must ba & space built for husnan being.
Ciiles and its architecture are oflen cafled "mimors of the er.” This may ralar to how cities and buld-
ings refiect the lives of mankind, especially that of urban e in its edgiest form. It is a direct reflection of
our distorted Evas: a mixture of chaotic urban planning, unbalar 4 nsighely 5
and confusing signs. It is apparent not cnly in Secul but in any city.
Such disteried urb galively impact our already andy crealing a vicious circle
whare our ervironment exacerbates us andlessly. Wiy was such an urban sefling caaled? Wy and
when did such uwholesome architecture and urbian planning come lo suround us? We offer Bis
mhmmummhmdamdmmm Rmam&mm
mmmmm g or 0 disinterested i

and resuling i Hy related “‘—“—mm
mmmmummmam
Thirty-s years of Japaness colorsal rule, followsd by & chaotic kberation period, the Korean War
fought between kin, and &n indiscriminate infiux of Westem culture upon a Koman socisty made stag-
mwmmmmmmmdummm1mnmmmdm
wird's 2oarng indusiriaization: afl these conlribuded ko bringing infense p
mwuwﬁmummmmmmwmmnmnm
areas s exremaly disloned.

Community in Practice nis row sme not mersty to e over e stusion, but o i
niew aftemative solutions. Would it be an overstalemant to suggest that we have aifempted i find real-
igtic ahemmves in the form of Book Ciy? We hopa nat. As individuals devated 16 publishing, we con-
| Sewousy soe 0 ecover common vahues whie plaing such a et infha midt of pursung com-
man valises, we aim 10 provide a space thal, simply, makes good bogks.
hwummm.mmum community compacts {Hyang'Yak), pursued by

e soet of g 15 Nsiled M e ouncaRon for planning and pursuing
Book Clty, which is an ermaigamation of publishing and architacture.

AHugeand Beautiful Book called Boukcny We acoysied a hugs govem-
P ) in order to make a publishing commi-
ity Since il was s o attract e ol -riﬁes l\epu]wlwsmmg-
rizedasa mlwlrﬂuﬂﬂcn 4 Thatt it could b ] receives
iion as a L . Howerver, nmmbmhm
mumwmnmmmmm
“eity.” This is no diierent ¥ wi wane aciing & hups and basisiul book called “Book City” on a wide
expanse of land.
Urban design was undertaken by a laem headed by Dr. Hwang Ki-Won of Seoul Nabional University's
mmwu&mﬂm&ummmmmmmm
sysiom for panning, ] Professor Hy
1¢ dervisa Incustial plans e ootects ¥ Cwiding and g genecal data about
the publishing industry. Tris was a ditficult bask tinos ink about
Mmuuw&mummmmmmmm
e il

A Great Contract as Lt Gesign was in orer

mmwumummmhmwmumcmu
next stage of . xing arhitects of our fime, Min Hyun-Snix and Seung H-Sang
were salacled as Tha two will werk in con 1y wilh British

architect Flortan Beigel of the Universily of Morth London and two ofher archilects, Kim Jong-Kyu and
mvmnmmmaamumw
foliowr o and & group of architects who will follow it faith-
wmwaudwmmmmmmmmmm
m«ummmmhmuwmmwmm
mmwmmmmmmlﬂmmmmWth
suade such & procass io fofow the plans.
WMMMMWWMMMMNNMR
) SUPPrESS ideas and for archi best to
Dbuild a ity that b = Ty ing and This mm;
nek within Book Gty and through this great contract the Gity's objec-
Wes are being reaized one by one.

A Blossoming of a True Book Culture comctng e petue stsined snd dis

mekmm Mwm:lﬂ:drbnld Korsan society's expansion and reproduc-

Korea's informs viate for tocay. The Book City project places the uimast value in
| this Communily in Pracice.” Tmhhundmﬂmmwﬁh" it selfish
| desives in favor of 9 Since professional resesnch, outiook and wis-
| domare i ing what i valusbie and useful for the whale; we have

afernptad ummmwmwdmmTMmdm
the most appropelale approach.

\malgamation of Publishing and Architecture i pemingard pusing
Jook Clay, wa continue to keep in mind e principles of bock making that we use everyday. Book
making is similar to achitechure in that it takes pains to design and ff he design is not satisiactory, one
begins again from scraich. Even in fenme of design, just 2s a quality archtectural design ully consid-
5 and researches the emvironment and elimate of the structural sita, personality, occupalion and
number of people who are to occupy the space, as well as the necessary bulding materials, hook
making has similar considerations.

When the painstaling design process is over, the diffioult construction phase of
bk making, whens the material is procured and the bulling is ralsed
according to the blueprint, begins. However, book making at
timess requires just as much, if not mons, expertise
and time than buliding structures. Book
| making i indeed very similar
to the process of

tian by nK shure. Witness a ideal in urban cul-
ture, IhumlﬁaﬂlamdyﬂmaﬂaMﬂmﬁm‘smm
cpment of industrial structures. Tha bronze Sgus of the patrict Ahn Jung-Geun that stands in the heart
of the city, the Asia Publicasion-Culture and Irdarmation Center, looks loward confinund sucrsss of sl
our plans.

¥i,Ki Ung

R



The Footprints of Book City

squnhu 5, 1989 Paju Baok City Construckon
hmmm“mww
ishes b p The o
theough books and 10 bukd Book Clty Unda: active €155
mdhmﬂmb&ﬂtﬂm

Saciors.
hm-yB 'tﬂl'“"“ n i, Incusirial € tive for the
waﬁmuym 1991 1o e basc dracion ane cscives

g Book Gty hrough 2 the Emvdronmental Planning
| Center of S 1, 1994 A breakfast meeting hosied st e

Biue House by ine President and the Chairman of Paju Book Clty, Yi Ki-Ung, explsined tha cument
condions of the publishing workd snd cogenty argued fo he tical recsssly of consinating a pub-
lishi He inp g tha President
mhwmmvrnmwmmumwrmumnmn
2 press conference a detaiiad plan to establish the cument Paju Book City. Oclober 20, 1995 An
mmwmmwmummmmm‘hﬁ Cay”
offcial & the rame of he gcty. March 31, 1997 Following he 1966
dﬂmhm1mmfmmmwwuamrnﬂm
pax by he Metrop November 20, 1998 Wih e Ministry of
mmwfuwswhmmum mmo«wm-u
salected to buld the P Thez Prime Minister
wishing for success in building the workd's first Book Cly. mm‘ 1msmmm

fion work iying the foundalion for the development,
soale development of Phass One tolaling 573,840 m,
mmm“mm‘mﬂﬂmdmh*wummmm
includes 2 bookstors, book calle, conference mam and library, m15 2001 An Architectural

Paju Publishing Cooparalive commenced a ful-
9, 1999 PajuBook Citys

guidsline for th of Boak City was. comp By v hundling for 50% ol the con-
sruction lram the govemment, the buiding ceremony for the Asia Pubication-Culture and infammation
Center and the pilol district was held. December 24, 2002 With the completion of the Education
andF diding of the Asa Py Culture ation Center, 8 ground breaking cer-
emory for the Muli-Distribution Cantar for Publications was haid at iis corferencs room and the event
hall. Jume 3, 2003 Ammmﬂmmm‘rﬂdmwpﬁumwm
1o examing whethar the initial obj various plans
hwﬂwhwum Ociober In m Over 50,000 people pariicipated in the
2003 Paju Children's Book F at Book City. Th major success, especially consider
ing the Iact Inat the event was haid whila the dity was in mids? of being buit. The well-attended event
ofiorad a gimpse into the kind of public stiention the cily will atiract December 22, 2003 Book
Gity Cubture Foundation was estabished for the purpose of aperaling and managng fsia Publicaliors
mwmc«w & multi-purposs cultural center of intemationsl quaiity St wil play a
of Book City'

in propeling mmmwmmm “This cenber wit serve ae & central
faciity in hokdi

mwmmmm;
nalional

writing, and ransialion. Iuli.lﬁmasauh
for exhibitions, educational funclions and confer-
enoss.
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World-Famous City of Books & Publishing seo iy expanding over
1,600,000 ' situased in Paj Gity in Gysonggl Frovince. 1 secured a nucleus for nafional develop-

ment in 1989 and 8 “central base far It e A inlr " was ped undar hs
cbjective of nuriuring the raspansive ablity of a key cullute. During this intemalionalization pariod of
e 2181 cenlury, the ity saeks o mademize an urwieldy publication distibution system.

The city in fts cumant forrm i & result of 15 years of relentiass pursuil by a cooperative of waikmeaning
publishers. By fafowing a consistent course of aciion, the dity's completion lies before our eyes as the
isnants thurnselves estabished developmental plarvs and abided by guidelines ranging from architec-
tural design, landscape, interior and outdoor signs.

The biggest abjective of the Paju Book City is to combine the entire process from publishing plans end
ediling, o printng and distribubion to develop Karea's publishing and culural industry, Morsovar, this
city i also an ecologieally inendly culural space iat breaties as cne with nature and abounds with
architectural beauty that can be proudly shown to the wond, I s inevitable that it will be filed with an
endless fina of visitors. Alhough ks character Is quite distingt from famous book vilages such aa
Wale's Hay on Whye in England, Belgium's Redu, of the Metherands® Breadvoon, hrough continued
exchange with thess ciies Book City will develop rot only Korea's puilishing cullure, but will ba &
landmark a5 a cultural fourist site requanted by visitors Irom all over the world

Publishing-Cutture and Industry City sook cay wes planned as a ity whare
fuman beings and nature, culture and industry ressde in greal hammony and three alements of the
sublishing industry: planning, production, and distribulion work 1o maxirizs the synengic aconomis
etfect, One hundred féity companies in the pubiishing fleld, incuding 110 pubshing hausas, 21 prinding
finms, and 2 publication detribution compenies will build and eceupy buildings. Over B0 ims in the
publishing industry will rent spece. A one-stop systam will be provided io plan and edit a book in a
publishing house, go ni dao! to print and bind, and then through a publication rmuli-distribution cen-
et prowidle high-cuaity books %0 readers mone quicky at & lower cost. Adss, publishing houses will
compete with each other to make beder quality bocks. If quality of the books can be impraved by 300,
Iogistic costs can asa ba reducad by 30% through grouping of related fims, making the fingl cost
reducion o be over 0%

Youlhwiadang PutlishecLent) & Hangiina Publishing Company.

The Entire City as Architectural Exhibition geox City 8 also an enomous
archilectual exhibition center lled with unique bulidings with its own stories, The shape of each single
buitding is nat impartant, compared o the harmony of the antire city as a space that conlaing our lives.
compadible with the s ding producing a b ious architect.re landecape. This is
Mundarnentalty different from the past practice of making cities thal gave priority to filing space. Places
thal contain our lives bear graater importance than the shapa of bukdings, and from a certaln perspec-
live these places form architecture, Following the architectural design guideline of Baok City besedt on
community, all architectural activiies serve not onfy a8 bulldings for making books, but also as bulid-
s thiat considier people who work, lve and wisit them. i provides a culiuml expenence unique to
Boak City. At praseni, the Book City is continuously visited by denizans, students siudying archises
ture, and study tours from archilecture-refatod groups. It conginues to aitract attenticn from the national
and intemational architaciural communiias.

Sakyejul Publishing CompanylLo) & Mushakdongia Publishing Compary.

Eco-frie ndly CﬂY The sumeunding araa of Bock City is a lestile anvironmental treasure of
twa marging ffvers. A swampy anea where the Han, imfin, and Yesung Rivers merge and anive at the
Velow Sea, it has condiions suitable for an envirnmentaly-fiiendly eco-chy. The area bears typical
wtiand life with visitalions from migratony birds and thickets of reads. Alihough it is true that the
Weslem industriafization model of excess consumption centaned on an E-COnsUming autormabils o
tuire rapicky improved quality of lving in the 20th century, it was also the major culpit in destroying the
anvironment. Az 8 way lo comect this pas!, this city will be erwironmantally-friendly and conssrve ecok
gy by evercaming natural and men-made contradictions as A place wherne nature and state-ol-the-ant
technofogy come together in harmony. Father han the usual avenues or iversice areas of concrste,
thiz city is bt on the natural habital of dividing river &lreams coversd with differant colored reecs,
losseming with vildlowsrs. The natural sumounding of the Han River's wedands and nearty Mt
Shimhak delicatety connect togather and grow in this city. Greates! efort s being made to presarve
the river streams interescting this ity and the streams’ resident plant and animal He.,

Freocly Wet Landileft) & Ahitactura Workshop for Children of Paju Children's Bock Festival,

Educational City me seok Ciy is foundd an the idea of waniing 1o aways e in an envi
ranment, wher people can feed like humans beings. This points (o the ie of 8 publishing cultual com-
menity. This means a ity that is not only an sppropriale medl for Gty developmants that are being
Nowdy built, but where paople who ve in it feal satisfiad in thair amironment. in order to realize these
aimeg, miuch atfort will be made fo suppressing individual desires and preparing and fimnly estabishing
I ethics of commaunity.

This city Is also being equipped with vasious faciliies thal will slavate the pubkshing cultural develop-
ment to another level, Along with all kinds of axhititions, an endless siream of concerts and diverse
cuibural svents will e held so that employess and visitors can enjoy various cultural axperiences. This
city's elsmal theme of "book,” will make young peaple dream of the future and give ther the strength
of wisdom.

Asin Publication Culture & Information Cantar(Laf) & Book Distribution Center culled *Boowan *

Main Supportlng Facilities arsady complsiais i Asia Publication Cuturs and
Inforrmation Center, Also complede is & central mult-cultural research nciity that is responsibla for pro-
viding information about publishing and culiure along with the establishment of research &nd educa
tional capacity, acthvition of the oty and advancemant of publishing and cultural industry, This cantar,
standing on about 18,000 n of land with the actual Bva story building size being aboul 13,000 A7,
bégan construction on June 2001 and was completad on May 2004,

Tho pubilication meti-distribution canter, a eritical ceniral faclity thas played a huge role in Book City
being appeoved as a nalioral incuslrisl complex, bogan constricton i January of 2008 and was com-
plated in Juna 2004, Itis an automated system that superbly blands o stabe-ol-the-art lacility and anchi
tectural basity, This center, by importing the state-of-the-ar automated publication dirculation cerer
bench markeld by a highly developed country, will be in charge of standardizing publication distribu-
lion duties, production through automaticn, circulation, and supporing rational management of con-
sumption structure between the publishing houses and bookstores. I will also provids bensfits to read-
ers by providing low cost publications quickly, safely and accurataly,

One of Book City's central business buldings expanding over 72,600 m' Is the E-Che Shogping Mall,
which waa completed in July 2004, This shapping mal appropristely meets the demands of Seoul angd
the wider mefropolian area, absorbing area tourists and further serves as o facility supporting vitallza-
tiom of the entire Book City. |t Is & major shopping center that nciudes movie theaters health spa, jazz
thealer, performance theater dedicatad 1o *Manta,* a non-verbal performance show, food cour and a
lucury shopping experiance with many high-end ems. And ackdftional 8,250 m* shopping cenler, with
partial completion of the Ssamzio store. Pians for he remaining stores will be built within 2005,
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